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Accidents—The Preschool Child’s 
Greatest Hazard’ 


BOTH the United States and 
Canada, accidents constitute the 
to the 
lives of children 1 to 4 years of age. 
\bout 5,500 deaths, 
the total that 
among preschool 


N 


greatest single threat 
or one quarter 


of occur annually 
the 
two countries, result from mushaps 
of one kind or another. As the chart 
> 


~ 


children in 


on page shows, the proportion 
varies from one year of life to the 
next. In the United States accidents 
increase from somewhat more than 
one fifth of all the deaths at age 1 
to nearly one third at age 4; in 
Canada the proportion rises from 
one sixth to more than one third. 
Although the relative importance 
of accidents in the total mortality 
picture increases during the early 
years of life, the death rate from ac- 
cidental injury actually decreases 
from 


age 


1 through 4. This simply 
means that during the preschool ages 
the chances of death from accidental 
injury d han the 
chances of death from disease. 

During 1948-1949 the death rate 


ecrease less rapidly t 


*An exhibit, “The Physician in Child 
Insurance Company, will be displayed at the 
in New York City June Ist to Sth and 
tion in Winnipeg June 15th to 19th 
visit our booths, 


at the We 
Physicians attendir 


Accid 


nt Prevention,” pref 
ant 
ant 


from accidents in the general popu- 
lation of the United States ranged 
from 49.7 per 100,000 at age 1 to 
28.9 at 


sponding variation was from 61.6 


age +; in Canada the corre- 
to 47.1 per 100,000. In the age group 
1 to 4 the death 
Canada was nearly one and a half 


accident rate in 


times as high as that in the United 
States. The excess was greatest at 
age 3, where it amounted to about 


~ 
5 


4. 


yercent, 


insight into the leading types 
of fatal accidents among youngsters 
the two countries is available 


the death 
Industrial policyholders in the Met 


in 


from claim records of 


ropolitan Life Insurance Company ; 
the facts are summarized in the table 
on page 4. Although these policy- 
holders are essentially urban dwel 
lers, their experience affords a good 
picture of the situation among pre 
school the 
opulations of the United States and 


(‘anada. 


youngsters in general 


Motor vehicle accidents outranked 
every other cause of fatal injury, ac- 


ired by the Metr 
e American 


al eting of the Cana in 


politan Life 
Medical Association 
Medical Associa 
meetings are cordially invited to 


1a] >< f ¢} 
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counting for more than one third of 
the total among these youngsters in 
the 5 year period 1947-1951. Most 
of the children killed in this type of 
mishap were run over or hit by a 
car. The part that motor vehicles 


AL 
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plays in the accident picture varies 
with the age of the child. They were 
responsible for about one quarter of 
the fatal injuries at age 1 and for a 
somewhat higher proportion at age 2, 


when youngsters begin to get around 


Mortality from Accidents Among Children at Ages 1 to 4 
General Populations of United States and Canada, 1948-1949 
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on their own; in many instances the 
victims are crushed by an automobil 
or a truck in their own driveway o1 

ard, The proportion rises to nearly 
one half at ages 3 and 4, reflecting 
vreater tendency of these chil 


un about and to play in the 


the 
dren to 1 
kor 

ip, the death rate from being 


pre school children as 


vy run over or hit by 
a motor vehicle was about 50 percent 
higher in Canada than in the United 
states. 

Conflagrations and burns by other 
means together contributed about 
one fifth of all the deaths from acct 
youngsters 
United 
who 


re 


dents among the insured 
In the 
States a majority of the children 
lost thei this 
trapped buildings ; 


in the two countries 


lives in Way 


in burning in 
Canada burns other than contlagra 


part 


studics 


tions accounted for the larger 
the death toll. 
that 


caused by children upsetting vessel 


earhes 


and 2, scald 


at ages | 
containing hot liquids figure rathe: 
the total. At ag 


+ burns due to playing with 


prominently in 


5 and 


matches or to activity near an open 


fire are more common. 


Drowning likewise was among the 


Lu of lental death 


leading ca 


pl 


in 


aACCie 


SCS 


among preschool children, particu 
ranked 


9 be i 


larly Canada, where it 


second only to motor vehicle 
>?) 


responsible for 22 percent of 
For insured 


the 


deaths from accidents. 


children in the United States 


corresponding proportion was | 


percent. The relatively greater fre 
1S 


quency of drownings in Canada 
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another important item in bringing 


accident death 


that country’s total 
ages 1 to 4 above that 


states. 


rate at for the 
United 


liquids, on the 


Poisoning by solids 


oO other hand, a 


for a Ingher proportion ot 
pr 
United States 


alls and choking together were re 


counted 
the 


school childre1 


accidental deaths among 


1 
In the 


sponsible for 9 percent of the fatal 


ities in each country. 
fifths 


\bout two 


from the various typ 
chool children in 


States occur in the hom«e 


among insured pre 
the 
the proportion is nearly 
It is 


United 
ad large 11) 
apparent, therefore, 
the pro 


will depend in 


Canada. 
that the 


gram tor youngsters 


ort Satety 


SUCCESS 


large measure on the effort that pas 


ents make to reduce the hazards 1 


the home and keep constant watch 


young children. 


Ove? 
physician, and particularl 


‘The 
uso 1 


the pedi itrician, a laS an WNpar 
in the child safety 
| he 


portunity and the respon 


tant role to play 


program. As a family counselor 
has the « 
ibility to advise on accident preven 
tion. The physician.is familiar with 

growth and development, 
ent 
ible 
precautions should be taken at vari 


ve lope nt. A 


erefore enlighte NM pat 


against which reason 


ol cle 


, ‘ 
ulety cducation beg 


] } hy ani a 
HOO! Veal DY an interested 


and receptive parents can 


be the foundation for safe practice 
which may last throughout life. The 
increasing participation of the Amer 


ican Academy of Pediatrics, the 
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State medical societies, and other 


medical organizations in the child 
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safety program is giving added impe 


tus to the life conservation movement. 


Deaths from Accidents Among Children 1 to 4 Years of Age 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY PRINCIPAL TyPg, 1947-1951 
INDUSTRIAL POLICY HOLDERS OF THE METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANYS 


IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN CANADA 


UNITED 


Tyvek oF ACCIDENT 


Accidents total 
Number of deathis 
Death rate 


1703 {Gs 


29.4 |) T 


Percent of deaths 100 100 


Motor vehicle— total ; 
Run over or hit by motor vehicle 


Burns and conflagrations—total. . 
Conflagrations 


Burns 
Liquid, steam, hot substances, ete 


ex. conflagrations 


Drowning 

Falls 

Ingestion of poisonous solids o1 
Absorption of polsonous fas 
Firearms 


Choking by ; } ving 


of objects 


Other and uns 


*Less than 0.5 tNot available 


More Elders 


_ \GED In our country continue 
to merease rapidly in number as 
well as in proportion to the total 
population. According to the most 
recent estimate by the Bureau of the 
Census, there were about 12,759,000 
persons at ages 65 and over in July 


1951—a gain of nearly half a million 


TATES 


Among 


since the census was taken in April 
April 
little 


more than 11 years, the proportion 


1950, and of 334 million since 


1940, 


During this period of 
of elders rose from O.8 to& 3 pere ent 
of our population, despite the marked 
increase in the number of children. 


very area of the country re- 
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led a sizable rise in its aged pop 
ulation since 1940, as may he seen 
in the table on page 6. In only two 
States—Maine and Vermont—-was 
the rise less than 20 percent, and 
both of them have long ranked among 
the States with the largest propor- 
tions of elders. In 25 States and the 
District of Columbia the gain in the 
aged population exceeded 40 percent 
in the 11-year period. Their number 
doubled in Arizona and = almost 
doubled in Florida; in Nevada the 
increase was 77 percent and in Cali 
fornia about 70 percent. In general, 
the relative gain was greatest in the 
West and the Southwest. 

Even more impressive is the actual 
number of aged added to the popu 
lation in various parts of the coun 
try. In half the States the population 
at ages 65 and over increased hy 
more than 50,000 between 1940 and 
1951; in 10 of these States the gain 
exceeded 100,000. New York and 
California headed the list, each add 
ing nearly 400,000. Among the other 
States with large increases in elders 
were Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio, 
Michigan, and New Jersey. These 
highly industrialized and heavily 
populated areas in the past attracted 
large numbers of migrants who are 
now reaching old age. However, in 
California and Florida a great part 
of the increase in the aged popula- 
tion reflects the recent influx of 
people who choose to spend their 
years of retirement and leisure there. 

Despite the regional differences in 
the growth of the aged population, 
the geographic pattern of their pro 
portion to total population has not 
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changed appreciably. The New Eng 
land and the West North Central 

ms, with 10. percent of their 
population at ages 65 and over, led 
all the others in 1951, as they did in 
1940, Similarly, the South Atlantic 
States had the lowest proportion of 
elders in both periods. For individual 
States, the proportion ranges from 
11 percent in New Hampshire to 5 
percent in New Mexico. In some 
States the numerical weight of the 


aged is very considerable: New 


‘ork, for example, had about 1,319, 
O00 in 1951, or more than the entire 
population of cach of 14 of our less 
populous States. In Pennsylvania 

id California they numbered well 
over 900,000, in Hlinois nearly 790, 
000, and in Ohio about 735,000 

Not only do the aged constitute a 
relatively large segment of the 

\merican population but they will 
continue to grow rapidly in number 
\s medical knowledge advances and 


lard of living rises to 


as our. stan 
higher levels, an increasing propor 
tion of the population may be ex 
pected to survive past the threshold 
of old age. It is not surprising that 
increasing attention on the National, 
State, and local levels is being fo 
cused on the economic and. other 
problems incidental to an = aging 
population, It augurs well for the 
economic security of our aged in the 
future that ever larger numbers of 
the American people are being cov 
ered by annuities and pension plan 


of various kinds. In addition, about 


88 million individuals in our country 


own more than $275 billion of pri 


vate life insurance 





STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


INCREASE IN POPULATION AT AGES 65 AND OVER 


By STATES AND GgeoGrapuic Divisions, 1940-1951 


LATION 65 ANI 


April |, 1 


bust 
Ker 
lennessee 
Alabama 
MY ‘ 
\ “IPP 





th Centra 
as 
Lou ina 
Oklahoma 


Pexas 





M 


ountain 
Montana 
Idaho 

W yomung 
Colorado 
New Mex 
Arizona 

Utat 

‘ 4 


Vevuada 











Pacil 
Washingt: 
Oregor 
California 


Source of basic data 


population for Jul 





May 1953 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


Increase in Early Marriage 


ESPITE the disruptive influence 
D of World War II on the lives 
of people throughout the world, the 
rate increased in 


marriage many 


countries during or immediately 
after the conflict. As a consequence, 
in large areas of the globe the mar- 
ried constitute a larger proportion 
of the population in the postwar 
period than they did before the war. 
This the 


page 


table on 
the 
periods, the proportion ever married 


is evident from 


8, which shows, for two 
(including the widowed and the di- 
vorced ) according to sex and ave, for 
12 countries, including our own. 

In the United States the propor- 
tion ever married has risen to un 
precedented levels, 


the 


particularly at 
1940, 


12 percent of our girls at 15 to 19 


younger ages. In about 


years of age were or had been mar- 


ried; in 1951, the proportion was 
nearly 17 percent. At ages 20 to 24 
the corresponding increase was from 
53 to 69 percent. For men, the risé 
was relatively greater. Currently, not 
far from one half of the men at ages 
20 to 24 in our country are or have 
been married, compared with little 
more than one quarter in 1940. 

A boom in marriages was also 
enjoyed by several of the nations of 
British Commonwealth—Ing- 
land and Wales, Scotland, Australia, 
New Zealand. 


appreciable increase in the propor- 


the 


and Similarly, an 


tion married at the younger 


ages 


occurred in Ireland, Sweden, and 


Norway, where relatively late mar- 


riage has long been common. In a 
few countries, however, the expert 
ence ran counter to the general trend 
In France and Germany, where large 
numbers of young men were out of 
the country during World War II, 
the married 


proportion of young 


women was lower after the war than 
before. In Germany the shortage of 
marriageable men was accentuated 
by heavy casualties. 

Currently, the prospects of early 
marriage are brighter in the United 
States than in any of the other West 
for which data are 


ern countries 


available. About 17 percent of our 
girls at ages 15 to 19 are already 
married. Yugoslavia, which prior to 
World War II outranked the United 
States in this respect, is now in sec 
ond place. The other countries lag 
considerably behind; the closest are 
Au 


tralia, where the proportion is less 


(Czechoslovakia, I*rance, and 


than 6 percent. The girls in Ger 
many and Ireland have the smallest 
chances for early marriage ; less than 
< percent of those 15 to 19 years oO} 
age have married. 


lead the West 


ern world in the proportion mi 


I 


Our men likewis« 
irre 

in the age range 20 to 34 years. At 
ages 25 to 29, for example, four 
fifths of the men in the United State 

are or have been married. In Yugo 
slavia and England the proportion 1 
two thirds, 


lower in Australia and Scotland. Ire 


about and somewhat 


land again 1s at the bottom of the list 


with only one fifth of the men mat 
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PERCENT OF POPULATION WHO Hap EVER MARRIED, BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS 
IN SPECIFIED COUNTRIES PRIOR TO AND AFTER WorLD War II 


FRANCE 


nd « 


murce of basic data 
International Vital Statistics 
based upon Current Population Re 
certain of the armed { 


ever married for males 
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29 vears of age. Among 


factors stimulating early mat 


riage in our country are favorable 
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economic conditions and the relative 


freedom with which boys and girls 


mux socially, 


Suicide Rate at Record Low 


FYNHE SUICIDE RATE among Indus- 
I trial policyholders of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company 
established an all-time low last year. 
The rate for 1952, namely 5.6 per 
100,000 at ages 1 to 74 years, was 
10 percent less than that in 1951; 
the previous low of 6.3 per 100,000 
was recorded in 1945, The trend of 
these 
over a period of more than four 
the 


suicide among insured lives 


decades is shown in chart on 
page 10, 

With the close of World War II, 
the took 


turn. The wartime motivations that 


suicide rate an upward 
usually lower the suicide rate were 


gone; many ex-servicemen experi- 


enced difficulties in readjusting to 
civilian life, and the tempo of indus 
trial activity slackened. It was not 
pt ssible to forecast then how long 
the suicide rate might continue up- 
ward or how high it would go. There 
little 


at the experience 


looking bac k 
following World 


War I, because the upward trend in 


was comfort in 


suicide which began in 1920 con- 


tinued through the early 1930's. 
Fortunately, the pattern of the period 
World War I has not been 


repeated in 


after 
the experience since 
1945. The fact that the suicick 


is now at a 


rate 


record low 1S a cood 


index of the psychological and econ- 


omic well-being of our people. 


lor each sex and in every age 


vroup, the recent suicide rates have 
| een consid rably below those of the 
prior to our entry into 
World War IL. Thus, 


1950-1952 


period ju 
white male 
poheyholders im exper! 
annual rate 28 


1940-194] 


reduction was even larger for 


cnced an average 


percent below that for 
‘Th 

white 
In tact, 


clined 


namely 35 


1 
lcmaies, 


percent 


suicides among women de- 


more than among men im 
every age bracket, thus widening the 
he rates between the 


difference in t 
sexes, 

Men and women differ marked!y 
in the relative frequency with which 


sell 


destruction. During 1950-1952, about 


various means for 


they use 


two fiiths of the white male suicid 


were by firearms, one quartet 


fifth by taking 
some form of poison. None of the 


hanging, and one 


other means—such as jumping from 
high places, drowning, or the us 
of cutting or piercing instrument 

was responsible for as much as 4 pet 
the total 


Wolicen 


cent of male suicides 


\mong 


suicides, poisoning 


liquids, or gas was the 
“| 


means, accounting 1061 
of the total. Slightly 
fifth of the 


to their 


most two fifths 


more one Wore! 


put lives by hanging 


one sixth by 


and approximately 


shooting. 
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Phe prevention of self-destruction 
depends upon detecting the early 
signs of mental depression and per- 
that 


his or her difficulties can be resolved 


suading the potential suicide 
constructively. More thought is be- 
ing given by the medical profession 
to the recognition of such sVinptoms 
the 


re 


risk ot 


ed 


CCONOMMC 


evaluation of 


The 


being 


and the 


suicide greatly in pro 


made for 


VISIONS 


security at the older through 


annuities and pension plans, Life 


insurance, and individual savings 


1935 1950 52 


should help to reduce suicide result 
ing from economic pressures in later 
life. 

Even though the suicide rate is 
currently at a record low, it. still 
17,000 d 
year in the general population of the 
United 


accounts for about eaths a 


States. In addition, larg: 


numbers of men and women attemyt 


suicide unsuccessfully. The problem 


of preventing suicides is, therefore, 
clearly of major significance and 
merits greater attention than it has 


so far received. 
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DeatH Rates* PER 100,000 PonicyHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS, WEEKLY AND MONTHLY COMBINED 
METROPOLITAN LirE INSURANCE COMPANY 


April 1953 


RATE* PER 100,000 PoLioyito 


OF DkaTH 


All Causes—Total 


Tuberculosis (all forms 
Tuberculosis of respiratory syst 
Syphilis 
Communicable diseases of « 
Acute poliomyelitis 
Malignant neoplasms 
Digestive system 
Respiratory system 
Diabetes mellitus 
Diseases of the cardiovascular-renal systen 
Vascular lesions, central nervous system 
Diseases of heart 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart 
disease 
Hypertension with heart 
Other diseases of heart 
Hypertension without mention of 
General arteriosclerosis 
Nephritis and nephrosis 
Pneumonia 
Influenza 
Uleers of stomach and duodenun 
Appendicitis : 
Hernia and intestinal obstructio 
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, ete 
Cirrhosis of liver... 
Complications of pregnancy, cl 
ouicide 
Homicide 
Accidents— total 
Motor vehicle 
Home 
( ecupational civilian) 
War deaths— ene my action 


All other causes 


*The rates for 1953 and 19 
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